Effective methods of teaching vocabulary

Vocabulary teaching and learning: some thoughts…

1) If you want students to remember vocabulary, recycle again and again. 

2) Word formation and ‘systems’ of vocabulary are incredibly useful. 

3) Giving a list of vocabulary is not the same as teaching vocabulary. 

4) You don’t learn vocabulary by magic. 

5) Vocabulary teaching can be fun.
Four principles for teaching and learning vocabulary
· Recycling
It is vital to ensure that new vocabulary is regularly recycled/revised, because if students do not get the chance to put it into use they will easily begin to forget it.

· Motivation
It is also important to ensure that students will be involved in their work with lots of ideas for practising vocabulary with FUN!

· Exams
The students must be able to use vocabulary they have learnt effectively in exam situations.

· Communication
In order to communicate clearly and effectively a good range of vocabulary is needed. It enriches both spoken and written language.

Presentation stage

Form: spelling, part of speech, grammatical analysis.

Meaning: definitions; context; showing the relation to other words.

Pronunciation: transcription, stress.

Vocabulary recording: mind map; word spider, ….

Presenting the Meaning: 
· texts for listening/reading;
· acting out/miming; 

· watching a video;
· showing real objects;
· translation; 

· pictures/drawings/diagrams; 
· students’ explanation (if they know these words); 
· playing a game.
Pre-teaching vocabulary prepares students for listening or reading texts. Then, when they see the new words in context, the new vocabulary becomes more memorable and meaningful.
1. Say the words and elicit definitions from students.
2. Write the words on the board and read out the definitions. Students then match the definitions to the words.

3. Ask students to write the new words down and mark them with ((if they know the word), ( (if they don’t know it) or ? (if they’ve heard it but aren’t sure of the meaning). Students then compare their lists in pairs or small groups. If one of them knows a word that the other doesn’t know, he/she should try to define it.

Practice Stage 
· Matching pictures to words.
· Matching parts of words to other parts.
· Matching words to other words: collocations, synonyms, opposites, etc.

· Using prefixes and suffixes to build new words from given words.
· Classifying items into lists.
· Using crosswords, grids, diagrams.
· Filling in gaps.
· Playing games.
